Mew Delhi, Jan. 24
Indin will be displaying
some of its key military
assets, such as T-00
tenks and BrahMes
missile system, during
the T2nd Republic Day
cebebrations  on Rajpath,
with 2 umuluu;- -

and some of the ste-
of-the-art assets of the
armed forces, including
three T-00 tanks, BrahMos
missile system, BMP-
I, wwo Pinaka multiple
launch rocket aystem,
two bridge laying
ks, electronie warfare

band gent of the
Bangladesh nnmed forces
all set 1o take part in the
ceremoninl parade for the
first time

The leader of
122-member
on Saturday
India for the gesture
and said, the “enduring
velationship” between the
Wo counties i growing
day by day

The Bangladeshi
comtingent, with menmbers
diawn from all the theee
wings of its armed forces,
will be the first

the
contingent
thanked

Samvijay and
one up;uudcd Schilkn an
defence weapon system,
will be showeased
during the parade on
Rajpath, which will be
held following COVID-19
safety guidelines

“This year, no new
asset will be displayed,
but upgraded versions of
various  key assets and
equipment will be there,"
Cliel of Swuff, Delhi
Area, Maj Qen Alok
Kacker, told reporters
He said 1B Illlll\.llllll

- 16

contingent to walk down
the ceremonial boulevard
on January 26,

India's  military  might

and two aninal-mounted
= will ke part in the
parade from the armed
forces, parsmilitary forces,

Delli Police, National
Cadet Corps and National
Service Scheme, along
with bands, ncluding 15
from the military.

The 61 Cavalry,
consisting of 43 horses,
will be murching down
the Rajpath as part of the
mounted column,

Due w0 COVID-19
safety norms, there
will be no motoreyele
display this time, a major
ammetion for the crowd at
Republic Day celebrations
on the Rajpath, and also
the veterans marching
contingent will alse not
be there, Kacker said

The contingents in the
parade will stop ar the
National  Stadium  this
year instead of following
the regular route all
the way te the Red
Fort, primarily due 1o
COVID-19 safety noms,
Kacker added. He snid
COVID-19 safety nosms
have been followed from

TRINITY
Republic Day to feature
Bangla armed forces band

India to display key military assets in parade

day one and contingents
have moved from “bubble
o bubble™ © minimise
all seope of infection
A full dress-rebearsal of
the parade was held on
Sarday morning

Capt Preeti Choudhary
from 140 AD Regt (SP)
will be communding the
upgraded Schilka weapon
system as put of the
mechamaed column on
Rajpath, officials  said
The newly inducted Rofale
fighter aireraft will feature
in Indin's Republic Day
parade on January 26 and
culminate the flypast by
carrying out the Vertical
Chatlie' formation, The
parade  will include 32
tbleaux - 17 of vasous
states and UTs, nine of
minsstoies and six from
defence arm, including
of IAF, Navy, Indian
Maval Const Gumd, two
from the DRDO and one
from BRO (Beorder Roads
Chrgisation ),

25,000 tractors to take part in
Jan. 26 ‘kisan parade’

Ghazinbad, Jan, 24:

Around 25,000
tnetors from Ut
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
will participate in the
kinan pasade’ in the
national capital on
January 26, Bharatiyn
Kisan Union (BELU)
leader Rakesh Tiknit
wnid o0 Saturday

Farmers movi,

towards UP Gate from

the two states on theit
tnctor wrolleys were
intercepted by police
in different districts but
furmers will arive here
ar every cost, he said
“Around 25,000

tactors would anive
here and o tractor wally
would be brought out
on Republic Day Apant
from the disticts of
western Uttar Pradesh,

fnrmers would ke
out rllies in every
district,” Tikait sad in a
statement

‘N politieal person
will be allowed 10
participate,” the BEL
nmatsonnl spokesperson
sapd, District
administrations are
sending notices 1o
farmers and mownting
pressure on them oot 1o

Failing heart: Lalu shifted to
AIIMS Delhi, says son

Delhi/ Ranchi, Jan, 24
Jailed RID chief Lalu
Prosad  wos  admitted w0
AIMS-Delhi on Sat-
day naght after his health
condition deteriorted
while  wndergoing  treat-
ment at o hospital i
Ranchi, efficials snid
“He hos been admit-
ted in the colonary care
unit (CCU) of the cor-
diothoracic centre of the
AIIMS" an official in
Delhit said
A team of doctors
has been constituted to
evalupte and monitor the
former Bihar chief min-
wter's condition and he
has been admitted under
Dr. Rakesh Yadav, pro-
fessor of Cadiology  at

AlIMS,

Lalu  Prasad  (72),
convicted in fodder scam
cnsen,  was  undergoing
weatment a1 the Raojen-
din Instimte of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) m the

Jharkband  capital  for
uullllplc ailments.
“Lalu Prosad  wos

having uouble breathing
for the last two days,
On Friday, e was found
1o be having  paeumo-
nin. Considering his nge,
we decided o shift him
1o AIMS-Delln on  the
advice  of  doctors  for
better  teatment,” RIMS
Ditector Dr - Enmeshwar
Prasad had enrlier said
On  Fiday,  Lalu
Prasad’s wife Rabii Devi,

dauglter  Misa  Bhasti,
sons Tej Pratap and Te-
joshwi  reached  Ranchi
on a specinl plane after
being informed of the
veteran leader's  deterio-
rating health, The family
et Prasad in the night

After  meeting  his
father, Tejashwi told re-
porters that his condition
was worrsome, Tejoshwi
also met Chief Minuter
Hemamt Soren ot his res-
idence during the day to
seek  cooperntion of the
state governament in ar-
ranging 1o take his father
to Delhi

participate in the rallies
citing COVID-19 nomns
and section 144 of the
CrPC, he claimed,
Routes of the rally
will be decided by the
police of Utne Pradesh,
Deli and Haryann and
details will be released
by the Sanyuke Eisnn
Morcha after o final
decision, Tikait said
Farmer leader
Abhimanyu Kohar,
after attending o
meeting between unions
protesting the new
agricultuml laws and
senior police officers on
Saturday, claimed that
the Delli Police had
given permission to the
farmers’ actor paride
on Janunry 26. However,
Deli Police addinonal
public relations officer
Al Mintal said, “We
are in the fnl stnges
of mlks with farmers”
The usetor parnde
will start from the
Chazipur, Singhu and
Tikni 'lmnlcl points of
Del, but the final
detils of 1outes are
yet to be finalised,
sasd Kohar, who is a
senior member of the
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha,
an umbrelln body of the
ARILINE unions,

Mamata mulls 4 capitals, rotataional
Parliament sessions

Kolkata, Jan, 24

West  Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on  Saturday
said  India  should
have  four  capitals
on a rottional  basis
and  sessions  of the
Parlinment should

held in different

locations in the country,
She also slammed the
Centre for its decision
o observe January 23
s ‘Parakram Diwos' to
commemorate the birth
anniversary of Netaji
Subhas  Chandin  Bose
and said the Narendra
Modi  government  did
not  consult “I“I her
l’CfUI'C Announc it
“During the Bllm-h
ern, Kolkata was the
capital of the country.
I think we must have
four capitals  on a
rotational  basis.  Why
does the country have
only one capital?
And  the sessions of
Parliament  should  be
held in different places
in the country” she
said, while addressing o
gathering after leading
a grand procession to

pay tribute  to
on  his  125th
anniversary.
She  led

Netaji
birth

the over
seven-km  procession
from  Shyambazar  in
north Kolkawa o Mayo
Rond in the heart of
the city after paying
tribute to a statue of
the freedom  fighter
and blowing a conch
shell when a siren was
sounded at 12,15 pm,,
the time when Bose
was born on this day
n 1897

“We nre not
parochial.  We  are
speaking for everyone,
In  south India, one
feapital) can cither be
mn Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Farataka
or  Kerala, In north
Indin, one can be in
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Rajasthan  or  Madhya
Pradesh

“Why cannot there
be one in Bihar, Odisha
or West Bengal? There
can  be one in the
Northeast. We have to
change owr  outlook,
One leader, one ration
card, one  political

party for one nation
What s the valuation!
We want united India”
Banerjee said

Banerjee  questioned
a8 to why Bose's
birth anniversary
cannot  be  celebrated
as ‘Deshnaynk Diwas'
“They may dislike me
politically  but  could
have consulted  with
me. They could have
consulted with Netaji's
great-grandsons Sugata
Bose or Sumantia Bose
on choosing a name,

“Who  has  given
the name “Parakram'?
We in West Hengal
are  celebrating  the
day as  ‘Deshnayak
Diwas' becavse it has
a history. Rabindranath
Tagore had  described
Netaji as 'Deshnayak’
That is why we have
used the name to link
the two legends of
Bengal," she snid.

“We do not celebrate
Netagi's  birthday only
in  the years when
elections are scheduled
We celebrate his
birthday — every  yem
And because this is his

125th birth anniversary
we are celebrating it in
a grand fashion. This
will always remain a
very smd thing for us
that though we know
Metaji's  birthday, we
still have no idea about
his date of death,” she
snid
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Biden banking on lithium
reserve for clean energy

Carson, Jan, 24

One of the keys to
President Joe Biden's
% 2 willion clean
energy plan could be
a mineral that lies
in o salt flat above
a prehistoric voleano
just south of the
Oregon-Nevada line,

But the question of
how to extract lithinm
and whether former
President Donald
Trump's Department
of Interior rushed
a mine through the
approval process
could be an carly test
for Biden and his
nominee for Interior
secretary, New Mexico

Representative Deb
Haaland,

The US Burean of
Land M

carbon economy, its
President and CEOQ
Jon Evans said in a

issued a record of
decision on Trump's
final Friday in office
for an open-pit lithium
mine at Thacker Pass,
which is roughly 53
miles (85 kilometers)
north of Winnemucen,
Nevada

Lithium Americas,
the company behind
the mine, believes
it can supply a
quantity “eritical for
estnblishing a strong
domestic lithium
supply chain required
o support a low-

Lithivm, long
used for rechargeable
batteries found
in cellphones and
laptops, 18 expected
to become an
increasingly valuable
commodity i the new
administration pushes
carmakers to scale
up electric vehicle
production,

But its extraction
has splintered
envirenmentalists,
While technologists
are eager 1o use it to
wransition away from

Citizenship data: Biden strikes
down another Trump initiative

Washington,

Jan, 24;

The US  Census
Bureau is  suspending
efforts o create
neighbourhood-level
statistics on the
citizenship  and  age
of  residents, using

2020 census
the latest
Trump

data, in
vollback of
sdministration
census-related
initiatives  that  critics
fenved would be used
to favour Republicans
and whites during the
deawing of wstate and
local districts

As part of an order
President  Joe  Biden
signed  Wednesday on
the 2020 census, the
Census Bureau said on

Fridoy that it would
discontinue efforts
1o create  citizenship

tabulations at the city-
block level using 2020
census data combined
with administeative
records

Among his first acts
as  President, Hiden's
order  revoked two
Trump directives relnted
1o the 2020 census,
The first attempted to
discern the citizenship

status  of every US
renident through
administeative  records,

and the second sought
o exclude  people
in the US  illegally
from  the  numbers
used for apportioning
congressional sents
among the states

Trump's  Commerce
Secretary Wilbur
Ross  had  ordered

the production of the
block-level eitizenship
datn in 2018

After  Wednesday's
order by Biden, the
Census  Bureaun  said

none of the data from
the 2020 census would
include information
on citizenship ol
immigration atatus, at

India records 14,849
fresh COVID cases

New Delhi, Jan, 24
Tiedia's COVID-19
cmelond has gone up 1o
1,06.54.533 with 14,840
people  testing  positive
for the coromavirus infec-
tion a0 o day, while the
number of recoverses hns
surged  to 103,106,786,
according 1o the lhealth
mimstry. The death toll
due to the vial disease
has climbed 1o 153,339
with 155 more fatalities,
the ministry’s  data up-
dated at B am., showed
The number of people

who  have  recuperated
fiom the  disease  hns
swged  to 1L0316,766,
sushing the national CO-
("Il)-l recovery rate 1o
96,83 per cent, while the
ense fomlity rate  stancds

at LAd per cent,

The nctive COVID-19
caseload of the coun-
uy remaned below  wo
lakh for the fifth con-
secutive  day. There are
184,408 active coasen of
the  coronavirus  infec-
tion i the country cur-
rently, which sccount for
173 per cent of its total
cancload, the datn stased
According 1o the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (KCMR), o total
of 191766871 samples
have so far been tested
i the country for the
vimal  disense,  including
781,752 on Saturday.

OF the 155 fiesh fo-
talities, 56 were reported
from  Mahamsht, 23
from Keraln and 10 each
from Delhi, Punjab and
Went Bengal,

any geogeaphic level

Citizen Voting
Age by Race and
Ethnicity (CVAP) data
were created  almost
two decades ago 1o
help  assess  whether
minority  communities
were  getting  equal
opportunities o elect
candidates  of  their
choice, The data
currently comes from
Ameriean  Community
Survey estimates,

But in the mid-
20008, an influential
GOP  adviser  noted
i oa report that using
adult-nge citizen
figures s the basis for
redeawing  state  and
local districts, instead
of the total population,
would be advantageous
o Republicans  and
non-Hispanic whites

The Trump
administration made
several  attempts 1o
gather citizenship
data through the 2020
census, including
adding  a citizenship
question 1o the 2020
census  questionnaire,

which was blocked by
the Supreme Court in

2019,

The efforts
at gathering the
citizenship data  were

challenged by  eivil
rights groups in federal
court in Maryland, A
spokeswoman  for one
of the plainuffs, the
Mexican American
Legal  Defense  and
Educational Fund,
said the group needed
[ nssess where
the  Census  Burenau
was in the process
before  dismussing  the
Maryland lawsuit

carbon-based fuels,
conservationists \\'DII)!
about the impact
new mines have on
endangered apecies
and the environment,
The approval of the
mine s among several
eleventh-hour decisions
issued by Trump's
Department of Interior
to advance encrgy
and mining projects,
including n West
Virginia oil pipeline
and an Arizonn copper
mine on land the
San Carlos Apache
Tribe considers
sacred, Unlike those
decisions, which could
be reversed, Thacker
Pass procured the
final federal permit
needed 1o begin
construction one
difficult 10 overturn
We are not going
to fix the climate if
we don't do it right,
John Hadder, the
executive director of
Great Basin Resource
Watch, said of the
approval. There's
nothing ‘green’ about
sloppy permitting
Hadder =nid he
worries efforts 1o
usher in a green
revolution overshadow
the need to adhere
to established
environmental review
processes required
under federal lnw.
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